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TAGS: PFOR EEC GW 

SUBJECT: SCHMIDT'S THOUGHTS ON THE EC COMMISSION 

REF: BONN 1 1996 

1 . ACCORDING TO FOREIGN OFFICE SOURCES, CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT SECURED COMMITMENT AT JULY 12-13 MEETING OF 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL FOR A REVIEW OF THE EC BUREAUCRACY 
BY THE INCOMING PRESIDENT, ROY JENKINS. 

2. ACCORDING TO THESE SAME SOURCES, INCLUDED IN THIS 
REVIEW IS A POSSIBILITY IN A REDUCTION OF THE SIZE OF 
THE COMMISSION. SCHMIDT IS REPORTED TO HAVE MADE HIS 
VIEWS CLEAR: THERE ARE TOO MANY COMMISSIONERS, AS 
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WELL AS TOO MANY BUREAUCRATS. THE LARGE COUNTRIES IN 
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THE EC NEED ONLY ONE COMMISSIONER INSTEAD OF TWO. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER, WHO CONTROLS THE APPOINT- 
MENT OF THE FRG'S SECOND COMMISSIONER IN THE PRESENT 
COALITION GOVERNMENT. IS KNOWN NOT TO SHARE SCHMIDT’S 
OPINION ON THIS POINT. 

4. WHILE HE WAS IN BRUSSELS, SCHMIDT ALSO EXPRESSED HIS 
DISMAY OVER THE SIZE OF THE EC BUREAUCRACY AT A PRESS 
BACKGROUNDER. HE ALSO STATED IN THIS FORUM HIS BELIEF 
THAT THE COMMISSION IS TOO LARGE. HE ADDED A REMARK 
THAT HE IS SURE HE WILL BE OPPOSED IN HIS ATTEMPT TO 
REDUCE THE SIZE OF THE COMMISSION BY THE ITALIANS, 

SINCE THEY HAVE AN ENDLESS STREAM OF POLITICIANS WHOM 
THEY WANT TO SEND TO LUCRATIVE IOBS IN BRUSSELS. 
SCHMIDT APPEALED TO THE REPORTERS NOT TO PRINT 

THIS LAST REMARK. 

CASH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, RELATIONS WITH REGIONAL ORGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BONN12238 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760279-0644 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760742/aaaabkoe.tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 BONN 11996 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 APR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <12 AUG 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SCHMIDT'S THOUGHTS ON THE EC COMMISSION 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, EEC, (SCHMIDT, HELMUT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



